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New Game & Fish head 


Agency 29-year veteran Fitts named 
as its 18th director. — Arkansas, 1B 
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to buy, rent in California. — Business, 1D 
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In the news 


E Kathy Gilroy, 68, an an- 
ti-gambling crusader from 
Villa Park, Ill., agrees it’s 
ironic that she won $25,000 
playing a free sweepstakes 
game at a gambling cafe, but 
said the distinction is that 
she didn’t spend her own 
money to gamble. 


E Andrea Reid was head- 
ing to a Christmas Eve fami- 
ly gathering when she spied 
several gifts, with tags that 
said they were for “Bran- 
son” from “Pops, Windy, 
Randy and Jack,” along an 
interstate in North Port, 
Fla., and is now trying to 
find “Branson.” 

E Lindy Lou Layman, 29, 
on a first date at the home 
of Houston lawyer Anthony 
Buzbee, was arrested on a 
count of criminal mischief 
after Buzbee told police 
Layman refused to leave 
and damaged several pieces 
of art, including two origi- 
nal works by Andy Warhol 
valued at $500,000 each. 


E Agnes Chen, chief of Tai- 
wan’s Bureau of Consular Af- 
fairs, resigned after 200,000 
passports were printed that 
mistakenly included an im- 
age of Washington Dulles In- 
ternational Airport instead of 
Taiwan’s similarly designed 
Taoyuan airport. 

E Wilmer Garcia, 23, 
wearing a green T-shirt 
emblazoned with the words 
“Trust Me,” was arrested in 
Falls Church, Va., with an- 
other man after police said 
they stole an unlocked car 
left running and parked on 
the street by its owner so it 
could warm up. 


E Amanda Isett, a Penn- 
sylvania Game Commission 
wildlife officer, used a crate, 
a net and an Army blanket 
to coax a young male snowy 
owl into a box after it be- 
came trapped in the barbed 
wire atop a fence at a state 
prison in Huntingdon, and 
the bird is being treated for 
minor skin tears and some 
missing feathers. 


Hi Michael Oleksik, 23, 
caught on security vid- 
eo pummeling an AT'M’s 
touch screen and causing 
about $5,000 in damage, re- 
portedly told police in Co- 
coa, Fla., he was in a hurry 
and became angry because 
he didn’t know what to 
do when the machine dis- 
pensed too much cash. 


E Jamie Tice, 37, of Hen- 
dersonville, Tenn., faces 
charges of aggravated stat- 
utory rape in two counties 
after investigators said she 
admitted to the parents of a 
14-year-old boy that she had 
been having sex with their 
son in places such as a hotel 
and a high school parking 
lot over the past year. 


i James Bentivegna, a Su- 
perior Court judge in Hart- 
ford, Conn., denied a peti- 
tion from an animal-welfare 
group asking that he grant 
personhood to three female 
Asian elephants in a travel- 
ing petting zoo, calling the 
request “wholly frivolous 
on its face in legal terms.” 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny, not as cold. 
High 44, light 
variable winds. 
Tonight Partly 
cloudy. 
Low 28. 
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Cold man and the sea 


AP/Standard Times/PETER PEREIRA 


Ray Levesque, mate of the crab and lobster boat Bradbill, cross- 
es an icy deck Thursday to tie off at the harbor in New Bedford, 
Mass. Record-breaking cold continues to grip much of the nation 
with even lower temperatures on the horizon, forecasters say. 


Open carry is in law, 
governor tells officials 


State police, prosecutors don’t alter policies 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Gov. Asa Hutchinson, in 
a letter sent to the Arkansas 
State Police and prosecutors, 
said this month that he be- 
lieves that a much-debated 
2013 state law allows for the 
open carry of handguns, 
though no officials have an- 
nounced a change in policy 
in response to the governor’s 
message. 

Col. Bill Bryant, the state 
police director who was 
appointed by the governor 


AP/BRYNN ANDERSON 


Alabama Secretary of State John Merrill on Thursday in Montgomery certifies the results of the 
special U.S. Senate election, declaring Democrat Doug Jones the winner. 


Moore vote challenge fails; 
Jones certified for Senate 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
Alabama officials Thursday 
pushed aside a last-minute 
legal challenge from Republi- 
can Roy Moore and certified 
Democrat Doug Jones as the 
winner of this month’s U.S. 
Senate election. 

The action, during a brief 
meeting at the state Capitol, 
paves the way for the confir- 
mation of the first Democrat 


elected to the Senate from 
Alabama in a quarter-centu- 
ry. It was also a swift rejec- 
tion, by some of the state’s 
most powerful Republicans, 
of Moore’s complaint that he 
was the victim of “systematic 
voter fraud.” 

Jones’ margin of victory 
was 21,924 votes with more 
than 1.3 million ballots cast. 

The certification leaves 
Moore, 70, a former chief 
justice of the Alabama Su- 
preme Court whose cam- 


paign was dealt a blow when 
allegations surfaced of sexual 
misconduct against teenage 
girls, with almost no avenues 
to derail Jones’ ascension to 
the Senate. 

The election aftermath 
followed a familiar pattern 
for Moore, who in the past 
has been loath to concede 
defeats. To this day, Repub- 
licans note, Moore has not 
conceded his losses in the 
2006 or 2010 Republican 

See SENATE, Page 7A 


and to whom the letter was 
directed, issued a memo of 
guidance to commanders on 
Wednesday. It was the first 
time the director had directly 
given guidance on the matter 
of open carry, according to an 
agency spokesman. 

But Bryant’s memo — 
which says that open carry 
is not probable cause for 
an arrest and which directs 
troopers to use “reasonable 
suspicion” when stopping a 
person suspected of criminal 
conduct — is not different 


from the training that ca- 
dets receive at the State Po- 
lice Training Academy, said 
spokesman Bill Sadler. 

The governor’s letter and 
Bryant’s guidance were first 
reported by the website of 
Arkansas Times. 

“The open carry of a 
handgun is protected and al- 
lowed, so long as there is no 
intent to unlawfully employ 
the handgun,” Hutchinson 
said in his letter. In a foot- 
note, he defined “open car- 

See OPEN CARRY, Page 3A 


Bielema buyout 
terms revealed 
after AG opinion 


Agreement puts it at $15.4M, 
but amount still not finalized 


ERIC BESSON 
AND AZIZA MUSA 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Former University of Ar- 
kansas, Fayetteville football 
Coach Bret Bielema’s deal 
with the Razorback Foun- 
dation set his buyout at $15.4 
million if the university fired 
him in 2017, according to a 
copy of the agreement re- 
leased late Thursday under 
the state’s open-records law. 

That number matches an 
amount listed in Bielema’s 
public employment contract 
with the university, which 
fired him Nov. 24 at the con- 
clusion of a 4-8 season. 

The employment contract 
with the university included 
language saying that figure 
was to be plugged into a for- 
mula to determine the “total 
[buyout] payment,” which 
equated to about $5.9 million, 
the Arkansas Democrat-Ga- 


zette previously reported. 

But Bielema’s agreement 
with the Razorback Foun- 
dation does not mention a 
formula, instead saying “the 
amount specified in this 
paragraph 
shall be the 
total amount 
that will be 
paid.” The 
nonprofit, 
funded by 
donors to 
support uni- 
versity athlet- 
ics, is respon- 
sible for the final agreement 
with Bielema and for paying 
his severance. 

Confusion about buyout 
terms lingered throughout 
Bielema’s fifth season — 
which marked the fourth 
time in two decades that the 
team won fewer than five 

See BUYOUT, Page 7A 


Bielema 


Home, 2 sites owned 
by senator auctioned 


DAVE HUGHES 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

FORT SMITH — State 
Sen. Jake Files lost the family 
home Thursday when it and 
two other properties were 
auctioned off to satisfy $2.1 
million in loan defaults. 

First Western Bank of 
Booneville successfully bid 
$2,048,400 on the three prop- 
erties in three commissioner 
sales conducted by Sebastian 


County Circuit Clerk Denora 
Coomer in the lobby of the 
county courts building in 
Fort Smith. 

Bank representative Eric 
Jones bid $1,435,500 on Files’ 
family home at 300 Free Fer- 
ry Landing, $225,000 for the 
former FFH Construction 
property at 3203 Waco St. 
and $387,900 for an invest- 
ment house Files bought but 

See FILES, Page 7A 


Workers too few to fill 
jobs, growth seen at risk 


DANIELLE PAQUETTE 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

Employers nationwide 
are grappling with a prob- 
lem that threatens to stall 
economic growth: millions 
of unfilled jobs. 

In Maine, where flurries 
can fall as late as April, the 
state Department of Trans- 
portation is struggling to find 
snowplow drivers thanks to 
the increasingly tight labor 
market. Ski resorts in the 
state, meanwhile, are still 
looking for employees to run 
the slopes. 

Texas, too, is dealing with 
a labor shortage. As the price 
of oil climbs, drillers are 
ramping up production, but 
they need more truckers to 
haul it. Energy companies 
fear a dearth of such workers 
could eventually force them 


to limit production. 

And Florida lacks the con- 
struction workers to keep up 
with its housing need, plus 
additional repairs from Hur- 
ricane Irma. 

These are just a few 
glimpses into the country’s 
biggest scramble for workers 
in decades. 

The U.S. unemployment 
rate continues to sink, hitting 
a 17-year low in November 
(4.1 percent), and job seek- 
ers are finding work more 
easily than at any time since 
the mid-90s. Openings in 
the United States have now 
topped roughly 6 million for 
five months in a row, a re- 
cord streak, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Normally, such a stretch 
would inspire applause. But 


See JOBS, Page 2A 


Carnage in Kabul 


AP/RAHMAT GUL 


Afghan security troops stand guard Thursday at the site of a suicide bombing at a Shiite cultural 
center in Kabul that killed dozens of people and wounded dozens more. It was the latest in a 


series of deadly attacks on Shiite targets claimed by the Islamic State group. 


Article, 6A 


